January 18, 2018
NOTICE
You are hereby notified of the Rochester’s Committee on Urban Design & Environment
meeting to be held THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 2018 AT 11:30 AM IN ROOM 104,
CITY HALL 201 FOURTH STREET SE, ROCHESTER, MN 55904.
A.

Administrative Business
1.

Call the Meeting to Order

2.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
1. Meeting Minutes - September 21, 2017

B.

Presentation
A.

C.

4th Street Reconstruction

Old Business
1.

As may be brought up by Members

2.

CUDE Awards

3.

Urban Forestry Master Plan
1. MFRC

D.

New Business
1.

E.

As may be brought up by Members

Adjourn

Rochester’s Committee on Urban Design & Environment
2122 Campus Drive SE, Suite 100
Rochester, MN 55904
507.328.7133
www.rochestermn.gov/CUDE

A.2.1

Rochester’s Committee on Urban Design & Environment · 2122 Campus Drive SE, Suite 100 · Rochester, MN 55904

The Committee on Urban Design and Environment (CUDE) met at 11:30 AM on Thursday,
September 21, 2017, in Conference Room 320, City Hall, 201 4th Street SE, Rochester, MN.

MEMBERS ABSENT – James Keller; Angela Gupta, Nicholas Dibble; Derrick Chapman
STAFF ADVISORS PRESENT: Sandi Goslee, Jeff Haberman, Paul Widman
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS
1. The meeting was called to order at 11:30 am.
2. Motion by Ms. Hudson to set the order of agenda. Seconded by Ms. Peterson. The motion
carried unanimously.
3. Motion by Ms. Peterson to approve the August 17, 2017 meeting minutes. Seconded by
Ms. Amadio. The motion carried unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS –. Ms. Hudson gave a brief history and update of the Urban Tree Preservation and
presented a letter of support by the Energy Commission. Mr. Haberman noted he will be presenting at
the COW meeting. He stated he already has presented to the Park & Rec Board. Discussion ensued
about creating a subcommittee to re-evaluate what is being requested from the Council; an estimate
for a urban tree and canopy assessment has been received. Mr. Haberman stated he will be creating
the RCA asking for funding for assessment.
NEW BUSINESS – CUDE awards were discussed. The nominations will be discussed at the October or
November meeting. Awards will be presented at a Council meeting in January 2018. Ms. Goslee will
be accepting nominations and putting a slide show together to be presented before CUDE.
Adjourn – Ms. Peterson made the motion to adjourn. Seconded by Mr. Chapman. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm.
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Communication: Meeting Minutes - September 21, 2017 (Approval of Meeting Minutes)

MEMBERS PRESENT-Barbara Hudson; Paul Sims; Bari Amadio; Nick Queensland; John Morgan;
Shruthi Naik; Penny Petersen Marilyn Hansmann; Blaire Landon; Hasan Mir

Communication: MFRC (Urban Forestry Master Plan)

C.3.1

Packet Pg. 3

C.3.1

Policy
We advise the Governor, legislature and public agencies
on sustainable forest policies.
Managing Landscapes
We assist landowners and other citizens in sustaining
and enhancing the resources of Minnesota’s six major
forested regions.

Membership
The Governor appoints a chair and 15 members to
the MFRC and the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
appoints one member.
The 17-member Council includes representatives
from the following interests:
• Commercial logging contractors

Managing Sites
We provide up-to-date, science-based forest
management guidelines to ensure that loggers, foresters
and landowners use recommended practices to sustain
and conserve our forest resources.

• Conservation organizations

Research
We conduct and support key research that improves
forest management and the sustainable use of forest
resources.

• Labor organizations

• County land departments
• Environmental organizations (2)

MFRC members tour an industrial forest in northern Minnesota.

• Forest products industry
• Game species management organizations
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
• Minnesota Indian Affairs Council
• Nonindustrial private forest landowners (2)
• Research and higher education
• Resort and tourism industry

What is the Minnesota Forest
Resources Council?
In 1995, the Minnesota Legislature created the
Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC) as
part of a comprehensive approach for sustaining
our forests via the Sustainable Forest Resources
Act (§ 89A)(SFRA).

• Secondary wood products manufacturers

Minnesota Forest Resources Council

The MFRC is a forum where diverse interests
discuss and resolve issues regarding the
management of Minnesota’s forests. It has
helped depoliticize forestry in Minnesota by
emphasizing collaboration and science.

2003 Upper Buford Circle
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108
www.frc.mn.gov

The MFRC promotes long-term sustainable
management of Minnesota’s forests in two ways:

• USDA Forest Service

“The MFRC has become an effective
organization for framing and guiding a
non-regulatory approach to the
management, stewardship, and
sustainability of Minnesota’s forested
landscapes and addressing related issues
of forest resource policy.”

For more information, contact:

Dave Zumeta, Executive Director

Phone: 651-603-0108
Fax: 651-603-0110
E-mail: dzumeta@umn.edu

- Fedkiw and Rose 2008
Stewardship and Landscape Coordination
for Sustainable Forests
Pinchot Institute for Conservation
Washington, D.C.

______________________________________
© 2010 Minnesota Forest Resources Council
Printed on recycled paper containing a minimum of 30% post-consumer fiber.
Raw material is from a renewable, responsibly managed forest.

• We coordinate site- and landscape-level

approaches called for in the SFRA and
supported by research.
• We advise the Governor and federal, state,

county and local governments on sustainable
forest resource policies and practices.
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What does the MFRC do?

C.3.1

Policy

“Minnesota is fortunate to have entities like
the Minnesota Forest Resources Council and
Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership helping
land managers work across ownership boundaries
on forest conservation.”
- Robert Harper, 2010
Asst. Dir. Forest Management, USFS, Washington D.C.
Former Forest Supervisor, Chippewa N.F.
Former MFRC member

Managing Sites
The MFRC’s voluntary forest management guidelines are a
set of recommended practices for protecting wildlife habitat,
soils, water quality, wetlands, aesthetics, and historic and
cultural resources. These guidelines are widely used by
loggers, managers and owners of private and public lands.
The 2008 guideline amendment included the first state-level
guidance in the U.S. for the sustainable removal of woody
biomass for energy.

UPM Forest Ecologist Cheryl Adams discusses
forest management practices and Ecological
Classification System principles that encourage
the use of native plant communities for
site-management planning.

West Central landscape committee members decide where to focus their
efforts.

Managing Landscapes
With MFRC assistance, local
partners are shaping future
forests by coordinating their
efforts at sustaining forested
landscapes and the benefits they
provide, recognizing both the
importance of forest biodiversity
and the forest-based economy
and communities.
The MFRC Landscape Program
provides a forum for partners to
work toward collaborativelyidentified desired future conditions in each of six major
forested regions. The Council has helped landscape
committee partners obtain over $4 million in federal, private,
and non-General Fund state grants to accomplish their goals
for their activities.

“This is one of the best things I’ve ever seen
government do.”
- Clayton Berg, 2005
Kanabec Township Supervisor
referring to the Council’s Landscape Program

Since 1996, the MFRC has supported research on:
• state timber sale policy;
• forestland development and policy tools for retaining
working forests;
• mitigating climate change by sequestering carbon in
trees;
• the effects of timber harvesting on soils, water quality,
fish, aquatic insects, birds, riparian vegetation and
archaeological sites;
• the cost of applying timber harvesting guidelines;
• how forest spatial patterns have changed over time,
how management practices can affect those spatial
patterns and the resulting impacts on plants and
animals.

Bringing Funding to Minnesota
At the request of the 2008 Legislature, MFRC funded a
$300,000 research effort by the University of Minnesota
Department of Forest Resources to assess the effects of
harvesting woody biomass on forests and wildlife. The
University obtained an additional $2.7 million federal grant
that will help extend aspects of this research to more sites
in Minnesota as well as to northern Wisconsin and
Michigan. Two million dollars of this funding will be spent
in Minnesota.

“Without being able to leverage the funding
from the Forest Resources Council, the
University of Minnesota would not have
been able to obtain this $2.7 million federal
grant.”
- Project manager Dr. Anthony D’Amato, 2010
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Since 2001, the MFRC has advised the Governor and
legislature on retaining large areas of forestland,
strengthening Minnesota’s position in the global forest
products market, increasing bioenergy use, mitigating and
adapting to climate change, fighting invasive species,
forestland taxation and federal roadless areas. In 2010, at
the request of the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council,
the MFRC and Minnesota Forest Resources Partnership
identified high priority opportunities for conserving forest
habitat in Minnesota.

Research

C.3.1

What is the Minnesota Forest Resources Council?
The Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC) is a 17-member organization working to promote longterm sustainable management of Minnesota’s forests as directed by the Minnesota legislature in the
Sustainable Forest Resources Act of 1995 (SFRA - Minnesota Statutes §89A).

•

Pursue the sustainable management, use, and protection of the state’s forest resources to achieve
the state’s economic, environmental, and social goals.

•

Encourage cooperation and collaboration between public and private sectors in the management of
the state’s forest resources.

•

Recognize and consider forest resource issues, concerns, and impacts at the site and landscape
levels.

•

Recognize the broad array of perspectives regarding the management, use, and protection of the
state’s forest resources, and establish processes and mechanisms that seek these perspectives and
incorporate them into planning and management.

What does the Council do?
•

It advises the Governor and federal, state, county, and local governments on sustainable forest
resource policies and practices. Since 2001, the Council or Council staff has advised the Governor
and/or legislature on the global competitiveness of the forest products industry, federal roadless areas,
bioenergy, climate change, forestland taxation, and invasive species.

•

It develops and periodically revises site-level forest management guidelines used by loggers and
public and private forest owners statewide to assure sustainable forest resource management, use, and
protection. The guidelines address wildlife habitat, soils, riparian areas, water quality, wetlands,
aesthetics, and historic and cultural resources. Guidelines were produced in 1999, revised in 2005,
and amended in January 2008 to include the first state-level guidelines in the U.S. for the sustainable
removal of woody biomass for energy from forests, brushlands, and open lands.

•

Via regional committees, it develops and implements landscape plans for Minnesota’s six major
forested regions. Since 1997, regional forest resource plans have been prepared for each four to
eight million-acre region (Figure 1). The plans describe desired future conditions for the region’s
forests over a long-term horizon (up to 100 years). The plans also include shorter-term goals and
strategies to guide efforts by landowners, forestry professionals, and industry, tribal, and agency
managers in the sustainable management of each region’s forest resources.

•

It supports forest resources research. In 2008, the legislature directed the Council to fund
$500,000 in research projects relating to ecological and wildlife impacts of biomass harvest for
energy and to state timber sale policy. The Council is also conducting a $200,000 study on
development of forestland and policy tools the legislature can use to address it.
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What is the Council’s purpose as stated in the SFRA?

C.3.1

Figure 1: Landscape Regions. The
MFRC divided the state into six
major forested regions plus two other
(metro and prairie) regions. Solid
lines represent administrative
boundaries; shaded areas represent
ecological boundaries. Although
regional borders follow county
boundaries (represented by fine
lines) to facilitate coordination
among units of government, they
also correspond closely with the
borders of ecological regions.

What is the role of regional landscape committees?
Volunteer, citizen-based regional landscape committees are central to carrying out landscape management
processes. Regional landscape committees provide an open public forum for diverse interests to
cooperatively promote forest sustainability. By bringing together representative interests from landscape
regions, the committees serve as springboards for effective forest management activities that address
specific needs and challenges in each region.

How do the regional landscape committees implement their plans?
With the planning process in all six of the major forested landscapes completed, the Landscape Program
is now focused on plan implementation. Regional committees meet on a regular basis to guide
implementation of landscape plans and coordination of land management activities. The six committees
are actively working to:
Encourage consideration of the landscape-level context by all agencies, organizations, industry,
and private landowners when developing their resource management plans and implementation
projects.
Coordinate and support projects by partnering organizations that promote sustainable forest
management practices in the landscape region.
Develop and implement committee projects that proactively address the goals and strategies
outlined in the regional forest resource plans.
Monitor activities and outcomes of projects implemented by the committees, as well as those by
partnering organizations and landowners across the landscape region.
For more information about the MFRC Landscape Program, please contact:
Lindberg Ekola, Landscape Program Manager
Minnesota Forest Resources Council (MFRC)
434 7th Street NE
Melrose, Minnesota 56352
320-256-8300
ekola.mfrc@charter.net
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Landscape-Level Forest Resource Management

Minnesota Forest Resource
Council

Managing Forests at the
Landscape Level
A cooperative approach to sustainability
for public, private, and tribal landowners.

In 1995 the Minnesota Legislature created
the Minnesota Forest Resources Council
(MFRC) and gave it the job of ensuring Minnesota’s forests are able to meet the state’s
economic, environmental, and social needs
now and in the future.

Southeast Landscape
Region
What is landscape-level forest
management?

Recognizing the need to manage forests on a
large scale, the MFRC set up a landscapelevel forest resources program and divided
the forested part of Minnesota into six
“regional landscapes.” These multi-county
forest landscapes possess unique social, economic, and ecological characteristics.

Landscape-level forest management is when
public, private, and tribal landowners and
citizens cooperatively develop and carry out
a coordinated plan for forests covering thousands or millions of acres.

Why is it important?



Where have we been, and where are we
today?



Where do we want to go?



How will we get there?

This brochure summarizes the Southeast
Landscape Committee’s response to those
questions. It also provides suggestions on
what each of us can do to help achieve the
committee’s vision.

201A Green Hall
1530 Cleveland Avenue N
Saint Paul, MN 55108-6146

Regional Landscape
Committees
The MRFC then brought together landowners, land managers, and others interested in
forests within each landscape and tasked
them with answering three questions for
their forests:

Teaming up for Forests

Minnesota’s forests are owned by a great
diversity of interests who’s forestland ownership ranges from less than one acre to over
one million acres. These forests provide
many benefits including timber, habitat, recreation, jobs, clean air and water. To offer
these benefits sustainably, the forests need
to be managed in a way that reaches across
ownership boundaries.
Covers:
5 million acres
Includes:
Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston,
Le Sueur, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele, Wabasha, Waseca, and Winona Counties
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How will we do it?

Postage

C.3.1

C.3.1

The Southeast Landscape
The Southeast Landscape covers about 5
million acres in thirteen Minnesota counties;
Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, Le Sueur, Mower, Olmsted, Rice,
Steele, Wabasha, Waseca, Winona. 14.5% of
the region is forested (725,125 acres).
The region is home to some of the highest
concentrations of biodiversity in the state.
While agriculture and residential development have heavily impacted certain areas,
high-quality forested ecosystems remain,
especially in the eastern part of the region
near the Mississippi Blufflands. Coordinated
management of these forest resources is crucial for the sustainability of the region’s wildlife, waters, ecological systems, and people.

Key Issues and Challenges











Maintaining a sustainable and predictable supply of timber
Demand for multi-use outdoor recreation opportunities
Forest composition and wildlife habitat
Wildfire and rural development
Forest pests, invasive species, and
disease
Diverse ownership of forestlands
Water quality
Climate change
Mining expansion
Balancing ecological, economic, and
social concerns

Where do we want to go?

How will we get there?

Southeast Landscape Goals

Get People Involved!

The Southeast Committee believes the following
goals should be pursued over the next decade to
promote sustainable forest resources across the
region.

Goal 1, Ecological: Total forest land will be
increased and fragmentation of forest land will
be decreased. Forest health and quality will be
protected and increased in addition to forest
quantity.
Goal 2, Social: Southeast Minnesota’s private
forest landowners will receive consistent technical and financial resources to implement management strategies. Natural resources planning
entities will coordinate to ensure consistent delivery of education and services to these landowners. Healthy forests (public and private) will
positively impact public health and recreation in
the region.
Goal 3, Economic: Forested landscapes in
Southeast Minnesota will continue to support a
vibrant forest products industry, support the
recreation and tourism industry, and provide
numerous ecosystem services. Research and
project implementation will further our understanding of the full array and value of services
provided by these forests.

Whether you’re an interested citizen, a city
or township official, a member of a property
-owner association or other nonprofit organization, there are many ways to get involved.
Remember, you don’t have to be a forester
to be concerned about - and do something
about - sustaining and managing our state’s
forests.

Vegetation Goals
The Southeast Committee developed specific vegetation goals for the following Ecological Classification
System Subsections.
Blufflands:
 2011 upland forest, lowland forest, and lowland shrub
vegetation cover, 507,723 acres.
 2025 Forestland Cover Goal: increase by 40,000 acres
(547,723 acres).
Rochester Plateau
 2011 upland forest, lowland forest, and lowland shrub
vegetation cover, 114,905 acres
 2025 Forestland Cover Goal: increase by 20,000 acres
(134,905 acres).
Oak Savanna
 2011 upland forest, lowland forest, and lowland shrub
vegetation cover, 56,453 acres
 2025 Forestland Cover Goal: increase by 5,000 acres
(61,453 acres)
Big Woods
 2011 upland forest, lowland forest, and lowland shrub
vegetation cover (42,727 acres)
 2025 Forestland Cover Goal: increase by 10,000 acres
(52,727 acres).
Minnesota River Prairie
 2011 upland forest, lowland forest, and lowland shrub
vegetation cover (3,317 acres).
 2025 Forestland Cover Goal: maintain current total
acreage of forestland, increase forest quality

How can I get involved?
Here are two initial steps for getting involved and learning more about the Southeast Landscape Program:




Visit MFRC webpage and review a copy
of the Southeast Landscape Plan to learn
more about the value of landscape planning, as well as the specifics of the
Southeast Plan.
Incorporate appropriate landscape planning goals, objectives, and action items
at your site.

Many more opportunities for active involvement are available to you on the MFRC
Website and in the Southeast Landscape
Plan.

For more information, visit the
following websites:
MFRC: http://mn.gov/frc/
DNR: www.dnr.state.mn.us
MFRP: www.mnforestpartnership.com
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Where have we been and
where are we today?

